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New Orleans will move to Phase 2 of
coronavirus re-opening; here's when,
what it includes
BY JEFF ADELSON | STAFF WRITER
PUBLISHED JUN 9, 2020 AT 3:02 PM | UPDATED JUN 9, 2020 AT 3:56 PM

Mayor LaToya Cantrell speaks during a press conference about the milestones to move to phase one of reopening
the city at City Hall in New Orleans, Monday, May 11, 2020.
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Now, more than ever, we need your support.  Subscribe to local
journalism for $2.32 a week.

Je� Adelson

New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell announced

the city will move into the second phase of its

coronavirus reopening on Saturday during a

town hall on WBOK on Tuesday afternoon.

Phase 2 of reopening in New Orleans will mean

restaurants and other businesses that had been

open at 25% capacity in Phase 1 can bump that

up to 50%, as long as social distancing is

maintained. That includes houses of worship

and movie theaters, which will both be allowed

to have up to 250 people.

Bars, which have not yet been able to reopen,

will be able to open at 25% capacity. Casinos

and video poker establishments will also be

allowed to open at 25% capacity. 
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Weddings, funerals and other events will be

limited to 100 people, as long as there is a

crowd control of�cer per 50 people. Gatherings

had previously been limited to 10 people.

"It's because of our people, our residents are at

the forefront, having made this tremendous

progress that allows us - this city - to continue

to make progress," Cantrell said. 

Outdoor live performances will be allowed but

indoor live entertainment and large festivals

will not be. NOPD Superintendent Shaun

Ferguson said during the town hall that second

lines would not be allowed during Phase 2.

RELATED

Coronavirus in Louisiana, June
9: New cases jump by 562
across state, bucking recent
trend
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"We’re just not there yet, I’ve received

numerous phone calls about that," Ferguson

said. "To our musicians, I just ask them and

urge them to just be patient. As soon as its

ready, we’ll be ready to rock and roll with

them."

Malls will be allowed to open at 50% capacity

as long as they adhere to state guidelines.

Tattoo shops will also be allowed to open.

Cruise ships will still be prohibited and

Cantrell called them "a �oating virus." 

Cantrell said city of�cials will re-evaluate the

restrictions in 21 days to determine whether

they can be loosened further.

The rest of the state moved into Phase 2 on

Saturday, but Cantrell and city of�cials hung

back and stuck to the stricter rules of Phase 1.

The delay was designed to allow the city to see

whether the Phase 1 re-opening, which allowed

restaurants to seat a limited number of

customers, allowed hair and nail salons to

reopen with restrictions and eased other rules.

RELATED
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The city has not seen any increases in its daily

count of new cases as infections from Phase 1

have started to show up in state data, though

other areas of the state have seen signi�cant

increases.

New Orleans and Jefferson Parish were the

centers of the original outbreak in Louisiana in

late March and early April, though both have

suppressed the number of new cases reported

each day.

Louisiana reports increase in
coronavirus cases from Phase 1
of reopening; see regional data

RELATED

How does a community
balance health, protests?
Masks, no tear gas are key,
o�cials say
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