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Louisiana to enter Phase II of reopening, except for New
Orleans
By: Natalie Chandler, Editor  June 1, 2020  0

With the number of coronavirus cases and hospitalizations decreasing statewide, Louisiana will transition to Phase II of
reopening guidelines beginning Friday, Gov. John Bel Edwards said today.

New Orleans will not follow suit. Mayor LaToya Cantrell issued a statement during Edwards’ news conference that said
Orleans Parish will remain under Phase I guidelines beyond Friday. City officials have said they want to wait to be certain that
any large Memorial Day gatherings do not affect the city’s numbers.

“We don’t yet have sufficient data to authorize opening up further at this point,” Cantrell said. “All of our decisions must be
grounded in science and guided by the bedrock of public health: keeping our people safe. We look forward to the return of
visitors – but for that to happen, we have to be able to ensure New Orleans is the safest city to come to. That means being
deliberate, and waiting until we have two to three weeks of additional data and the full confidence of our public health officials
that restrictions can be further eased in a safe way.”

Edwards said that as of Monday, there are 661 COVID-19 patients in the hospital statewide, the lowest number since March
25. There were four new deaths on Monday, the lowest number of deaths since March 22.

The state more than doubled the tests it administered in May compared to the month of April, he said.

“We are seeing signs of progress,” he said. “Louisiana is headed in the right direction but there is still a lot of COVID in
Louisiana. It’s in every community across the state. We still have work to do. We still have some restrictions that have to be in
place. As I have said, we are not going to be fully back to normal until some time, and certainly not likely until we have a
vaccine.”

Although there are fewer regions of the state that are problematic than have been in the past, the progress is not even across
the state.

In New Orleans, COVID-19 symptoms and hospitalizations have decreased. The number of cases has plateaued,  said Dr.
Alex Billioux, head of the state’s Office of Public Health.

In the central portion of the state, cases and hospitalizations have increased. And in Monroe, cases have plateaued but
hospitalizations have increased.

Louisiana entered Phase I guidelines on May 15. It allowed restaurants, stores, gyms, barber shops and hair and nail salons,
movie theaters, museums and bars with food permits and churches to reopen at 25% capacity. In Phase II, those can reopen
at 50% occupancy with maintaining at least six feet of distance between patrons.

Phase II allows the following businesses to reopen at 25% occupancy: bars and breweries without food permits, days spas,
tattoo, massage shops and estheticians, swimming pools for recreational swimming, bowling and skating facilities and event
centers. Children’s museums can reopen with restrictions.

Wearing masks is still strongly recommended until a vaccine is found, and residents vulnerable to COVID-19 are encouraged
to stay home, said Billioux. He encouraged all residents to consider whether it is necessary to venture out further.

“If you don’t need to go out, don’t,” he said.

https://neworleanscitybusiness.com/blog/author/nataliechandler/
https://neworleanscitybusiness.com/blog/2020/06/01/edwards-louisiana-ready-to-enter-phase-ii-of-reopening/#respond
https://neworleanscitybusiness.com/blog/2020/05/29/new-orleans-officials-no-immediate-plans-to-move-into-phase-ii/

